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IN REPLY REFER TO: ‘%?1 1

7330-7/170043

RECE
Honorable Trent Lott fzézs\/EE[)
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 AUG 1 11993

Dear Senator Lott: FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
This is in reply to your letters of February 12-19, 199}, in which you

inquired on behalf of several of your constituents reggrding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235/ 57 FR 54034 (1992).

This Notice proposes comprehensive changes To the Copmission’s Rules governing
e frequency bands below

the private land mobile radio services operating in
512 MH=z.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse Impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents’ concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As Indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

[

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituents
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994,

Sincerely,

) t&ucgﬁ&;

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division

Private Radio Bureau
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TRENT LOTT v /ﬂ M COMMITTEES:
MSSISSIPP! : / ARMED SERVICES

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
CHARMAN: SPORTATION

Ey Huited States Senate R-23

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-2403

Suite 226, Eastland Building 2;//
245 East Capitol Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

February 19, 1993

Ms. Lou Sizemore

Congressional Correspondence Staff

Federal Communications Commission

Office of Congressional and Public Affalrs
1919 M. Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Sizemor:

I am taking the liberty of contacting you with respect to
the enclosed constituent inquiries.

The attached correspondence details the nature of my
constituents concerns, and I would sincerely appreciate your
providing me with information which would be of assistance in my

response.

Thank you very much for your time and assistance in this
matter, and with kind regards and very best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Trent Lott

TL:faj



213 Tower Drive
Laurel, Ms. 33440
February 10, 1333
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February 2, 1993

The Honorable Trent Lott
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Lott:

1 am a family man and a business man. I work many long
hours but gain some leisure time and relaxation from constructing
and operating model airplanes. I am also active in a local club.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under conaideration by the Federal Communications Commiasion
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Qur radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering

with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengtha to assure the asafety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio
control frequencies. 1If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety sill be greatly

decreased.

The models I build weigh as much as 18 pounds and operate at
7S5 m.p.h. Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 190 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 49 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or
even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized

events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We



need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order
to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditionas of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radioa, but we have a considerable
inveatment in our models and in our radio equipment. I own
several pieces of radio equipment that would be unusable if this
frequency assignment ia adopted. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes
to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation

industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz

band.

Sincerely,

/(Mléﬂ //%/m/%.

Gordon W. Goss, Jr.

cg



February 11, 1993

Senator Trent lott
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator lLott:

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. 1If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz bank. This band is primarily

used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio ocontrol frequencies
in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been
able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference
to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to greath lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of
our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the
FCC, the remaining frequencies will became congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh

as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more

to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often
fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participa:e.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not
think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in cur radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

I would also like to mention a few facts concerning our model hobby. There are
8,000,000 people who enjoy this hobby and they spend $750,000,000 (million) dollar~
annually. 1f we cannot fly our planes because of radio interferance, there will

be a lot of individuals out of jobs in the model industry. 1In these difficult econom:c
times we do not need the government eliminating jobs unnecessarily. Many of us own
several planeS. If we have to change channels, which this new FCC rule would make
necessary, it would cost $75 to $100 for each radio. Two years ago in order to comply
with FCC regulations, we changed our radios to narrow band. This year they want to
reduce the number of frequencies available to us. WHAT WILL IT BE NEXT TIME?

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastimé by r’fo'tf:al\l'owing ‘the FCC to
carry .out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
- . B e

Sincerely,




) -
/J/’)[ /_/,/kgz.

Bobby J. Day /
155 Cypress Road
Jackson, MS 39212




Mike Lauman '
150 Plum Tree Road LA
Brandon, Mississippi 39042 v !

February 10, 1993

The Honorable Trent Lott
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Lott,

I am writing to express my deep concern for a situation which is developing as a result of
actions being taken by the FCC. I am referring specificaily to NPRM-PR Docket 92-235,
which is a proposal to legalize the use of certain new radio frequencies. Of specific concern
to me are proposed changes in the 72 MHz band which, if implemented, would virtually
eliminate a recreational activity enjoyed by myself and hundreds of other Mississippians.

I am very active in the sport of radio-controlled model aircraft flying and have been for
twelve years. I belong to two clubs in the Jackson area and fly regularly with friends and
fellow club members at designated flying sites. Our hobby has a superb safety record due
to the extra emphasis we modelers place on safety precautions. This is very important in
light of the fact that we are controlling airborne projectiles that weigh between five and

twenty-five pounds and operate at speeds up to 200 mph!

PR Docket 92-235 proposes to allocate new frequencies so close to ours that most of our
current channels would be rendered useless due to interference from the users of the new
frequencies. Not only would we suffer from adjacent channel spacing problems, but the
technical specifications for the new equipment would allow the new users to operate at four

gm s the power of our transmitters and allows a legal frequency tolerance which could place

eir signal DIRECTLY ON OURS! The situation is further aggravated by the fact that the
new users would be mobile, meaning we would never know where they are; they could even
drive right up to our flying sites and transmit!

There are hundreds of thousands of people in the United States who participate in the sport
of radio-controlled model operation and, although we may not have the clout and lobbying
resources of big businesses like Motorola, etc., we should be entitled to retain our little piece

of the vast frequency spectrum.

I respectful]y request your help on this matter to avoid a potentially disasterous situation.
It is my understanding that the FCC is accepting formal comments on the matter until
February 26, 1993, so time is of the essence. T A

Sincerely,

N\

m { ) Arloem




917 Chippewah Dr.
Laurel, Ms. 33440
Februwary 10, 1933

The Honoralkle T;uﬂt Lottt
United States = t
Washington, D.

Dear Senator:
T am retir :
and aperating radio controlled mods]

vment from constructing

p anes, and I have Deen
interested in aviation for as long az 1 ¢ rementer . 1 am very active
members enicoy comstructing and operating radio

rive many hours of

it & local club whose
controlled model asirplanes

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communicaticons (FCCr. The proceeding is
FR Docket 92235, 1§ adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the

uwsability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase

the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
sirplanes. ’

Our radic contral frequencies arve in the 7E-76 MHx bhand. This bhand
ig primarily wsed for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, ouwr radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile freguenciss that we have heen abde to share
the bamgd withowt either use interfering with the other

Mow the FCO wants to create more land mobdle freguencies by
grplitting them into narrower bandwidihs and rearranging the band plan.
As & result maivy land mobile freguencies will move closer to the
racdi o freqguencies and cadse interference to radio control
GﬁEPatiQﬂS. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radic control of model zairplanes, only 1% frequencies
will ke left if ithese new rules are adopled.

When we fly our model airplanes under radico control, we go to great
lengths Lo assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of oroperty. Many of our safety precadtions invalve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control fregquencies. I Lhe
number of uszable freqguencies is diminiehed as peoposed by the FOOC, th
remaining frequenciles will become congested and the margin of safetly
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=]

Flease understard that meany model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 20 or 40 pounds . The models themselves are
gxpensive to buwild; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, sevious injury, or even death 1f radic interference
causes the operator to lose conmtrol of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contestes where hundreds of operatorsg
participate. We need the uwse of cur Tull complement of radic
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.



T do not think it is wise of the FOO to seek to improve the
aperating conditions of land mobile radic users at the expense of
radic control modelers. The FOO may not think we are as importanit as
business users of rad] but we have s considerable investmenit in our
moddele and 1n cldr vadio equipment. The hobby provides many howrs of
enjoyment to thoussnds of people like contributes Lo the

advancement and development of ithe commevcial aviation industry.

)

Flease help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCO to carry ouwt its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Fo F7-

Rev. Walter A, Jabnson




The Honorable Trent Lott
United States Senate
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Lott,

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can
remember. I am very active in a local club whose members
enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model
airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FcCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies
by splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of
the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio
control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left
if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will be come congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to
the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of



operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

Also I have been involved in this hobby for many years and
it has taken me many years to acquire my radio equipment.
Please keep in mind that this equipment is very expensive.
If this new proposal were to take place it would render all
my radio equipment useless. I could not afford to scratch my
existing equipment and start over from square one.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC tc seek to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation

industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

amso Erdland

105 1). 52 Ave.

M}ﬂs_ 39440
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